Pastoral Agreement
Between
The Coptic Orthodox Church
And
The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate
of Alexandria and all Africa
Since the Holy Synods o f both the Coptic Orthodox Church and the
Greek Orthodox Partriarchate o f Alexandria and all Africa have already
accepted the outcome o f the official dialogue on Christology between the
Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches, including the two
official agreements: the first on Christology signed in June 1989 in Egypt and
the second also on Christology and on the lifting o f anathemas and restoration
o f full communion signed in Geneva 1990, in which it is stated that “In the light
o f our agreed statement on Christology ... we have now clearly understood that
both families have always loyally maintained the same authentic Orthodox
Christological faith, and the unbroken continuity o f the apostolic tradition” It
was agreed to have mutual recognition o f the sacrament o f Baptizm, based on
what St. Paul wrote "One Lord, one faith, one baptizm'' (Eph 4: 5).
But since up till now we are waiting for the responses o f the Holy
Synods o f some other churches in both families, the restoration o f full
communion is not yet reached between the two sides o f the bilateral dialogue.
And due to the pastoral consequences and implications caused by mixed
Christian Marriages between the members o f the two Patriarchates o f
Alexandria, having the majority o f their people living in the same countries.
Those marriages being difficult to perform in both Churches at the same time or
in concelebration. The result is that many sensitivities are created between the
two families o f the partners o f such marriage. Those sensitivities which can
extend even after the marriage and may affect the relation between the two
communities o f churches.

For those mentioned reasons, the Holy Synods o f both Patriarchates have
agreed to accept the sacrament o f marriage which is conducted in either Church
with the condition that it is conducted for two partners not belonging to the
same Patriarchate o f the other Church from their origin. Both the bride and the
bridegroom should cany a valid certificate from his/her own Patriarchate that
he/she has a perm it o f marriage and indicating the details o f his/her marriage
status up to date.
Each o f the two Patriarchates shall also accept to perform all o f its other
sacraments to that new family o f M ixed Christian Marriage.
It is agreed that the Patriarchate which shall perform the marriage shall
be responsible for any marriage problems that may happen concerning this
certain m arriage, taking into consideration the unified marriage affairs law
signed by the heads o f Churches in Egypt in the year 1999.
Each Patriarchate shall preserve its right not to give its sacraments to any
person whom she does not find fulfilling its canons according to the Apostolic
Tradition.

Cairo in 05/04/2001

Pope and Patriarch
of Alexandria and all Africa

Pope of Alexandixa and Patriarch of
the see of Saint Mark
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